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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Marc J. Gorayeb on 1 2/1 4/201 1 . 

The application has been amended as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 
1.-25. (Canceled) 

26. (Currently amended) An apparatus for mixing a substance in a sealed container with 
a liquid, the container being positioned in a container receptacle, the container 
receptacle configured to couple with a port assembly to permit liquid to enter the 
container through the port assembly, the apparatus comprising: 

a container spiking assembly comprising a movable member adapted to move 
the container receptacle toward the port assembly; 

a container spiking assembly controller in communication with the container 
spiking assembly for controlling coupling of the container receptacle with the port 
assembly; and 

a liquid controller for controlling the flow of the liquid through the port assembly 
into the container to produce a combined substance and liquid, wherein: 

the container spiking assembly controller is configured to control the movement 
of the movable member of the container spiking assembly to couple the container 
receptacle with the port assembly while the port assembly is immobilized relative to the 
container receptacle , and wherein upon coupling, the container receptacle and port 
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assembly are configured to lock together through engagement of one or more 
engagement teeth between the container receptacle and the port assembly . 

27. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 26 wherein the liquid 
controller also controls the flow of combined substance and liquid from the container. 

28. (Canceled) 

29. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 26 wherein the container 
spiking assembly controller includes logic for determining the relative locations of the 
container receptacle and the port assembly, using input from at least one sensor 
associated with the container spiking assembly. 

30. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 26 wherein the container 
spiking assembly further comprises a cover capable of being in either an open position 
or a closed position, the cover securing the container receptacle and port assembly 
within the container spiking assembly when in the closed position, and the container 
spiking assembly controller having logic for determining if the cover is in the closed 
position. 

31 . (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 30 wherein the container 
spiking assembly controller includes logic to direct the container receptacle to couple 
with the port assembly after detecting that the cover is in the closed position. 

32. (Original) The apparatus as defined by claim 30 further including a cover lock that 
prevents the cover from being moved from the closed position while the liquid is being 
received by the container. 

33. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 26 further including a 
pneumatically controlled member within the container spiking assembly, the 
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pneumatically controlled member capable of contributing to the coupling of the container 
receptacle with the port assembly in response to input from the container spiking 
assembly controller. 

34. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 26 wherein the liquid 
controller includes stored commands for directing the delivery of a predetermined 
amount of liquid to the container via the port assembly. 

35. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 26 further comprising a 
housing containing at least one of the container spiking assembly controller and the 
liquid controller. 

36. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 35 wherein the container 
spiking assembly at least partially extends outwardly from the housing. 

37. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 26 further comprising a 
sensor within the container spiking assembly for detecting the location of the container 
relative to the port assembly. 

38. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 26 wherein the container 
spiking assembly is configured to contain the container receptacle in a single 
orientation. 

39. (Original) The apparatus as defined by claim 26 further comprising a set of valves 
controlled by the liquid controller to control the flow of liquid into the container. 

40. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 26 further comprising a 
pump chamber used by the liquid controller to measure the volume of the liquid to be 
directed to the container. 
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41 . (Original) The apparatus as defined by claim 26 wherein the substance is a caustic 
solution. 

42. (Original) The apparatus as defined by claim 26 wherein the substance is an anti- 
pathogen compound. 

43. (Canceled) 

44. (Canceled) 

45. (Currently amended) The apparatus as defined by claim 44 26, wherein the ftfst 
l ock i ng foaturo container receptacle comprises a plurality of engagement teeth, and 
wherein tho second a locking feature on the port assembly engages one or more of the 
plurality of engagement teeth. 

46. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 45, wherein the container 
receptacle includes a plurality of tabs, each tab having engagement teeth, wherein the 
engagement teeth on adjacent tabs are staggered relative to one another. 

47. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 46, wherein the 
engagement teeth are staggered by approximately half the height of one of the 
engagement teeth. 

48. (Previously Presented) The apparatus defined by claim 37, wherein the container 
receptacle comprises at least one raised switch engagement feature on an outer 
surface of the container receptacle for operating a sensor within the container spiking 
assembly. 

49. (Currently amended) An apparatus for mixing a substance in a sealed container with 
a liquid, the container being positioned in a container receptacle, the container 
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receptacle configured to couple with a port assembly to permit liquid to enter the 
container through the port assembly the apparatus comprising: 

positioning means for moving the container receptacle toward the port 
assembly; 

coupling means for controlling coupling of the container receptacle with the port 
assembly; and 

flow means for controlling the flow of the liquid into the container to produce a 
combined substance and liquid, wherein: 

the positioning means is configured for movement of the container receptacle 
toward the port assembly while the port assembly is immobilized relative to the 
container receptacle , and wherein upon coupling, the container receptacle and port 
assembly are configured to lock together through engagement of one or more 
engagement teeth between the container receptacle and the port assembly . 

50. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 49 wherein the flow 
means also controls the flow of combined substance and liquid from the container. 

51. (Canceled) 

52. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 49 wherein the coupling 
means includes means for determining the relative locations of the container receptacle 
and the port assembly, using input from at least one sensor associated with the 
positioning means. 

53. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 49 wherein the 
positioning means includes a cover capable of being in either an open position or a 
closed position, the cover securing the container receptacle and port assembly within 
the positioning means when in the closed position, and the coupling means having 
means for determining if the cover is in the closed position. 
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54. (Previously presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 53 wherein the coupling 
means includes logic to direct the container receptacle to couple with the port assembly 
after detecting that the cover is in the closed position. 

55. (Original) The apparatus as defined by claim 53 further including a cover lock that 
prevents the cover from being moved from the closed position while the liquid is being 
received by the container. 

56. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 49 further including a 
pneumatically controlled means within the positioning means, the pneumatically 
controlled means capable of contributing to the coupling of the container receptacle with 
the port assembly in response to input from the coupling means. 

57. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 49 wherein the flow 
means includes means for controlling the delivery of a predetermined amount of liquid 
to the container via the port assembly. 

58. (Original) The apparatus as defined by claim 49 further comprising a housing 
containing at least one of the coupling means and the flow means. 

59. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 58 wherein the 
positioning means at least partially extends outwardly from the housing. 

60. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 49 further comprising a 
means for detecting the location of the container relative to the port assembly. 

61 . (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 49 wherein the 
positioning means is configured to contain the container receptacle in a single 
orientation. 
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62. (Original) The apparatus as defined by claim 49 further comprising a set of valves 
controlled by the flow means to control the flow of liquid into the container. 

63. (Original) The apparatus as defined by claim 49 further comprising a means for 
measuring the volume of the liquid to be directed to the container, the measuring means 
being used by the flow means. 

64. (Original) The apparatus as defined by claim 49 wherein the substance is a caustic 
substance. 

65. (Original) The apparatus as defined by claim 49 wherein the substance is an anti- 
pathogen compound. 

66. (Canceled) 

67. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 26 wherein the container 
spiking assembly has a cover for securing the port assembly within the container 
spiking assembly, and wherein the container spiking assembly controller is configured 
to control the movement of the container within the container spiking assembly so as to 
connect the container with a fluid flow lumen of the port assembly. 

68. (Previously Presented) The apparatus is defined by claim 33 further including an 
inflatable bladder in communication with the pneumatically controlled member for 
pneumatic control of the pneumatically controlled member in response to input from the 
container spiking assembly controller. 

69. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 49 wherein the 
positioning means is cylindrical. 

70. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 49 wherein positioning 
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means includes means for securing the port assembly and wherein the coupling means 
includes means for moving the container so as to couple the container with a fluid flow 
lumen of the port assembly. 

71 . (Previously presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 56 wherein the 
pneumatically controlled means includes a pneumatically controlled member and an 
inflatable means in communication with the pneumatically controlled member for 
pneumatic control of the pneumatically controlled member in response to input from the 
coupling means. 

REJOINDER 

Please note that the restriction requirement among groups lll-IV as set forth 
in the Office action mailed on 8/16/2005 was previously withdrawn (see page 2 of 
Office Action mailed on 3/7/2006). In view of the withdrawal of the restriction 
requirement as to the rejoined inventions, applicant(s) are advised that if any claim 
presented in a continuation or divisional application is anticipated by, or includes all the 
limitations of, a claim that is allowable in the present application, such claim may be 
subject to provisional statutory and/or nonstatutory double patenting rejections over the 
claims of the instant application. Once the restriction requirement is withdrawn, the 
provisions of 35 U.S.C. 121 are no longer applicable. See In re Ziegler, 443 F.2d 121 1 , 
1215,1 70 USPQ 1 29, 131 -32 (CCPA 1 971 ). See also MPEP § 804.01 . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARCELA M. CORDERO GARCIA whose telephone 
number is (571)272-2939. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cecilia J. Tsang can be reached on (571) 272-0562. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/MARCELA M CORDERO GARCIA/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1654 

MMCG 12/2011 



